


Man is in a spiritual war with the Demonic Forces of Evil

Ephesians 6:12 (NASB) 
12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the 

world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forcesof wickedness in the heavenly places.

Rulers, powers, dark worldly forces, spiritual forces of wickedness

Brothers & Sisters ςAs Christians we are in a spiritual war.

Remember the account of the Serpent (Devil) and Eve in Genesis?  God told Adam he could eat from any 

tree in the garden, except from the tree of knowledge of good & evil because if he did, he would die.  

¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ 9ǾŜ ǿŀǎ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ !ŘŀƳΩǎ ƘŜƭǇŜǊΦ  ²ƘŀǘΩǎ ƛƳǇƭƛŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ !ŘŀƳ ǘƻƭŘ 

this to Eve.[ŜǘΩǎ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǾƛƭ ό{ŜǊǇŜƴǘύ ǘƻƭŘ 9ǾŜΥ

Genesis 3:1 (NASB) 
1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any beast of the field which the LORD God had made. And he 

said to the woman, "Indeed, has God said, 'You shall not eat from any tree of the garden'?" 

Genesis 3:4 (NASB) 
4 The serpent said to the woman, "You surely will not die! 



We know the outcome of this story.  Eve ate the fruit, and gave it to Adam and he ate the fruit.  And, 

just like God said they would die, they died a spiritual death (separated from the life of God), and 

eventually died a physical death.

The Devil deceived both Adam and Eve. IŜ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ Řƻǳōǘ ŀōƻǳǘ DƻŘΩǎ DƻƻŘƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ DǊŀŎŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ 

5ŜǾƛƭ ŘŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ǘƘŜƳΣ ŀƴŘ !ŘŀƳ ϧ 9ǾŜ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ǘƻ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǾƛƭΩǎ ƭƛŜΣ ƻǾŜǊ DƻŘ ǘǊǳǘƘΗ

This happened to them, and this is still happening today in the life of man!

¢ƘŜ 5ŜǾƛƭ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ Ƴŀƴ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊ ŀƴŘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŜ DƻǎǇŜƭ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜΣ ŀƴŘ the 5ŜǾƛƭ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ŀ 

ǎŀǾŜŘ Ƴŀƴ ǘƻ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǿŜǊ Ƴŀƴ ǇƻǎǎŜǎǎŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ōŜƛƴƎ άLƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘέ ŀƴŘ ά/ƘǊƛǎǘ 

ōŜƛƴƎ ƛƴ aŀƴέΦThe Devil will always try to divert man away from the truth of the Gospel, and the 

ǘǊǳǘƘǎ ƻŦ ŀ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǊΩǎ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘΗ

¢ƻŘŀȅΣ L ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǾƛƭΩǎ ŘƛǾŜǊǎƛƻƴŀǊȅ ǘŀŎǘƛŎǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪ ƻŦ /ƻƭƻǎǎƛŀƴǎΦThe Devil was 

trying to deceive the Colossian believers (False Teachers) into thinking that they were incomplete in 

Christ, and for completeness they needed to add Old Covenant Law, worldly philosophies and 

worldly knowledge to be ά/ƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ƛƴ IƛƳέΥI will further explain what completeness means in the 

message:



¢ƘŜ 5ŜǾƛƭΩǎ ŘŜŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ƭŀŎƪƛƴƎ hƭŘ /ƻǾŜƴŀƴǘ [ŀǿΣ ²ƻǊƭŘƭȅ 

Philosophies and Worldly knowledge to be Complete in Him!

Paul rebuked this demonic deception with 4 arguments:

So today we will look at some select verses which rebuke a believer incompleteness from Colossians 

chapter 2, and we will discover that in Christ believers have been made complete: 

Thus, the title of my message: Complete in Him

Arguments Against:

1. Need for Special Wisdom & Knowledge 

2. Need for Worldly Philosophies

3. Need to Keep the Mosaic Law 

4. Need for Self-Denial 



Colossians 2:9-10 (NASB) 
9 For in Him all the fullness of Deity dwells in 
bodily form, 10 and in Him you have been made 
complete, and He is the head over all rule and 
authority; 



Biblical Truth ςComplete in Him

Colossians 2:9 (NASB) 
9 For in Him all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form

To unpack these verses, we need to understand who Him is?  Him is Christ!

In HimςAll the fullness of Deity dwells in Bodily form

Paul said this before this in Chapter 1:19

Colossians 1:19 (NASB) 
19 For it was the Father'sgood pleasure for all the fullness to dwell in Him, 

Paul is making a very important point about the God/Man Jesus Christ.  He is Deity and the fullness 

of God the Father is in Him in bodily form.Jesus Christ is 100% man, and 100% God in Bodily Form ς

Amen! Because of this fact - by belief in Him

Colossians 1:14 (NASB) 
14 ----we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 

This is the Gospel message:



Paul then goes on to say as a Believer ς

Colossians 2:10a (NASB) 
10 and in Himyou have been made complete

Colossians 2:10a (NLT) 
10 So you also are complete through your union with Christ

Colossians 2:10a (HCSB) 
10 and you havebeen filled by Him

Colossians 2:10 (NIV) 
10 and you have been given fullness in Christ

In HimςYou (Believers) have been made complete in Christ, are complete through your union with 

Christ, and complete because you are filled by Christ

bƻǘƛŎŜ Ƙƻǿ ǘƘƛǎ ǾŜǊǎŜ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǎŀȅ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƳŀŘŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΣ ƻǊ Řƻ ǘƘƛǎ ƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ ŀƴŘ ƻƴŜ ǿƛƭƭ 

become complete, but that one has been made complete past tense.  Completeness in Christ, Union 

with Christ and being Filled with Christ has already happened upon belief!



Brothers & SistersςAs a believer you are complete, in union with and filled by Christ.  Just like the 

CŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ŦǳƭƭƴŜǎǎ ƛǎ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ŦǳƭƭƴŜǎǎ ƛǎ ƛƴ ¸ƻǳΗ ¸ƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ /ƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ¦ƴƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ /ƘǊƛǎǘΗ

Now does that blow your mind or what?

¢ƘŜ 5ŜǾƛƭ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƘŜ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǊ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ƛǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜΣ ƛƴ ǳƴƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴŘ ŦƛƭƭŜŘ ōȅ /ƘǊƛǎǘ Ƨǳǎǘ 

like the Father filled His Son Christ!Why? Because there is power in knowing this and that the believer 

has a new power source from which to live and draw from.  And that is Christ in the Believer:

Colossians 1:27 (NASB) 
27 to whom God willed to make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles, 

which is Christ in you,the hope of glory. 

This gives the believer power and hope in living life!

!ƴŘ ǘƘŜ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǊ ƛǎ ŀ ǇŀǊǘŀƪŜǊ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ŘƛǾƛƴŜ ƴŀǘǳǊŜΥ  ¢ƘŜ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǊ Ƙŀǎ ŀ ƴŜǿ DƻŘΩǎ ǇƻǿŜǊ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ƛƴǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ 

him.

2 Peter 1:4 (NASB) 
4 For by these He has granted to us His precious and magnificent promises, so that by them you may 

become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world by lust. 



Argument Against:

1. Need for Special Wisdom & Knowledge 

Colossians 2:2d-4 (NASB) 
2d Christ Himself,3 in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. 4 I say this so that no 

one will delude you with persuasive argument. 

Paul explains to the Colossians that there is no need for some special knowledge or teaching that needs 

to be added for a believer to be complete, in union with and filled by Christ.

There was a group of false teachers called Gnostics in the 1st century church.  Gnostics claimed to be a 

true believer one needed to be enlightened to hidden knowledge as the basis for salvation. Gnostics, thus, 

divided Christians into two categories with one group being carnal (inferior) and the other being spiritual 

(superior). Only the superior, divinely enlightened persons could comprehend the secret teachings and 

obtain true salvation.

Paul in Col 2:3-4 directly rebukes this teaching.

There is no need for any additional hidden knowledge for salvation, to be complete, in union with and 

filled by Christ.¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎ ŀƭƭ ŀǊŜ άƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘέΣ ŀƴŘ ά/ƘǊƛǎǘ ƛǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƳέΗ



tŀǳƭΩǎ !ƴǎǿŜǊ

Colossians 2:9-10 (NASB) 
9 For in Him all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form, 10 and in Him you have been made complete, and 

He is the head over all rule and authority; 

The believer is already complete and in no need for some special knowledge to be saved and in union with 

Christ.

4 I say this so that no one will delude you with persuasive argument.

5ƻƴΩǘ ƭƛǎǘŜƴ ǘƻ ƛǘΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ƭƛŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ǇǊƻǇŀƎŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ 5ŜǾƛƭΗ¸ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ Ǝŀƛƴ ŀƴȅ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ǿƛǎŘƻƳ ŀƴŘ 

knowledge to be Complete in Him, you already have Wisdom & knowledge in Jesus Christ (Who is in You)!

2d Christ Himself,3 in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.

Paul says this in 1st Cor 1:30,

1 Corinthians 1:30a (NASB) 
30 But by His doing you are in Christ Jesus, who became to us wisdom from God, 

Christ is Wisdom, and this Wisdom is in every believer.  

Note: We just need to access this wisdom (God Revealing it, and the believer listening for it).



Argument Against:

2.  Need for Worldly Philosophies

Colossians 2:8 (NASB) 
8 See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deception, according to the 

tradition of men, according to the elementary principles of the world, rather than according to Christ.

5ƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ǘŀƪŜƴ ȅƻǳ ŎŀǇǘƛǾŜΥ

a. Philosophy (Intellectualism) 

b. Empty Deception (Nonsense)

c. ¢ǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ aŜƴ όaŀƴΩǎ LŘŜŀǎ ǊŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ {ǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ LŘŜŀǎύ

d. Elementary Principles of the world (Rudimentary)

Websters Definition of Philosophy- the study of ideas about knowledge, truth, the nature and meaning 

of life, etc.

I sum this up to asking what is the meaning of life?

There are so many humanistic opinions on this question, it would fill the library of Congress.



I like what Paul told the Greek Philosophers in Acts 17:26-28 on this topic:

Acts 17:26-28a (NASB) 
26 and He made from one manevery nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having determined their

appointed times and the boundaries of their habitation, 27 that they would seek God, if perhaps they might grope for 

Him and find Him, though He is not far from each one of us; 28 for in Him we live and move and exist

The meaning of Life ςPer the Apostle Paul

DƻŘ Ƙŀǎ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǇƭŀŎŜ Ƴŀƴ ǿƛƭƭ ƭƛǾŜ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŜŀǊǘƘ ό¢ƛƳŜǎ ϧ .ƻǳƴŘŀǊƛŜǎύΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǎŜŜƪƛƴƎ ό5ƻƴΩǘ 

know that they are seeking God), and the are groping for, reaching for and feeling for Him, & will find Him if they are 

sincere in there seeking.  God is not far from each of us.  In Him we live and move and have our being:Paul is telling 

ǘƘŜ /ƻƭƻǎǎƛŀƴ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǊǎΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ŘŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ōȅ CŀƭǎŜ DƴƻǎǘƛŎ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŀŘŘ tƘƛƭƻǎƻǇƘȅΣ aŀƴΩǎ ƘǳƳŀƴƛǎǘƛŎ 

idea, and traditions to think it will make you Complete in Christ (according to Christ).Why?

tŀǳƭΩǎ !ƴǎǿŜǊΥ

Colossians 2:9-10 (NASB) 
9 For in Him all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form, 10 and in Him you have been made complete, and He is the 

head over all rule and authority; 

The believer is already complete and in no need for adding any humanistic philosophy to be saved and in union with 

Christ.



Argument Against:

3.  Need to Keep the Mosaic Law 

Colossians 2:16-17 (NASB) 
16 Therefore no one is to act as your judge in regard to food or drink or in respect to a festival or a new 

moon or a Sabbath dayτ 17 things which are a mereshadow of what is to come; but the substance 

belongs to Christ. 

There were additional false teachers in the Colossian 1st century church which were propagating adding 

the Mosaic Old Covenant Law in order for a believer to be Complete in Christ.

- Food, drink, festival, new moon or Sabbath Day (Mosaic Law)

tŀǳƭ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ [ŀǿ ό¢ƘŜǎŜ ¢ƘƛƴƎǎύ ŀǊŜ ŀ ƳŜǊŜ ǎƘŀŘƻǿ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ό/ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ мst advent), and the 

substance belongs to Christ.  Christ being resurrected from the dead ushered in the New Covenant of 

Grace.  The Bible says that all believers are not under law and under Grace:

Romans 6:14 (NASB) 
14 For sin shall not be master over you, for you are not under law but under grace. 

Brothers & SistersςMixing Law & Grace was an error in the 1st century church, and is still an error being 

held today:



tŀǳƭ ǘŜƭƭǎ ǘƘŜ /ƻƭƻǎǎƛŀƴ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǊǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭŜǘ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ƧǳŘƎŜ ȅƻǳ ƛƴ ǊŜƎŀǊŘ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ [ŀǿ ό¸ƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ 

under the Law)

16 Therefore no one is to act as your judge inregard to food or drink or in respect to a festival or a new 

moon or a Sabbath day

Why?tŀǳƭΩǎ !ƴǎǿŜǊΥ

Colossians 2:9-10 (NASB) 
9 For in Him all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form, 10 and in Him you have been made complete, 

and He is the head over all rule and authority; 

The believer is already complete in Christ and in no need of adding the Law to be complete, filled and in 

union with Christ.Once again, you are already Complete in Him!

Warning:

¢ƘŜ [ŜƎŀƭƛǎǘ .ŜƭƛŜǾŜǊ ǿƛƭƭ ƧǳŘƎŜ ŀ DǊŀŎŜ .ŀǎŜŘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǊ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ŀŘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ [ŀǿ όtƛŎƪ ϧ 

/ƘƻƻǎŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ [ŀǿǎύ ŀƴŘ ǊǳƭŜ ƪŜŜǇƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ƭƛŦŜΦ  ¢ƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƴŜǿ 

source from which to live life from is Christ in them, because they are complete, filled with and in union 

with Christ.  5ƻƴΩǘ ōŜ ƧǳŘƎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƴŘ ōŜ ǇǊŜǎǎǳǊŜŘ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀȅΦ  wŜƳƻǾŜ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜƳ ƛŦ 

ǘƘŜȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǘŜŀŎƘŀōƭŜ ǇƭƛŀōƭŜ ǎǇƛǊƛǘ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ά/ƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ƛƴ IƛƳέ ŀƴŘ Ŏƻƴǘƛƴǳŀƭƭȅ 

judge you.



Argument Against:

4.  Need for Self-Denial 

Colossians 2:18 (NASB) 
18 Let no one keep defrauding you of your prize by delighting in self-abasement and the worship of the angels, 

taking his stand on visionshe has seen, inflated without cause by his fleshly mind, 

Let no one defraud you of the prize. 

What Prize?

¢Ƙŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ά/ƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ƛƴ IƛƳέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇŜŀŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŀǘ ōǊƛƴƎǎ ǘƻ ƻƴŜΩǎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘΦ  

Brothers & Sistersς9ƴƧƻȅ ȅƻǳǊ ά/ƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƴŜǎǎ ƛƴ IƛƳέ

There is no need for self-abasement, worship of angels, or taking a stand on visions.

What is self-abasement? the belittling or humiliation of oneself.Other Bible versions describe this as false 

humility!

Paul tells the Colossian believers that they should enjoy what the have in Christ and being Complete in Him.  

¸ƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ŀŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŦŀƭǎŜ ƘǳƳƛƭƛǘȅ ƻǊ ŜȄǇƭƻǊŜ ǎƻƳŜ ƳȅǎǘƛŎƛǎƳ ōȅ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇǇƛƴƎ ŀƴƎŜƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ 

understand and interpret dreams.



Why?tŀǳƭΩǎ !ƴǎǿŜǊΥ

Colossians 2:9-10 (NASB) 
9 For in Him all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form, 10 and in Him you have been made complete, and He is the 

head over all rule and authority; 

The believer is already complete in Christ and in no need of adding a false humility and mysticism to be complete, 

filled and in union with Christ.

Once again for the 4th time today, you are already Complete in Him!

Warning:

I have heard Christian use the term that as a believer we need to die to self.  I see this a false humility and self-

abasement.  Many believers want those around them to know that they are spiritual by the appearance of being 

humble and giving up the comforts of life. 

They are attempting to die to self by using their Flesh!

Guess what, no where in the bible does it say as ab believer to die to self, because as a believer we have already died 

with Christ (Past Tense).  

Galatians 2:20 (NASB) 
20 "I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live 

in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me. 



BelieverYou Have

Diedto Sin 

Died to the Law

Diedto the ElementaryPrinciplesof the World

In HimyouhavebeenmadeComplete

Col 2:10



.ŜƭƛŜǾŜǊΩǎ ŀǊŜ Complete in Him

No Need for Self-Denial

No Need to Keep the Mosaic Law

No Need for Worldly Philosophies

No Need for Special Wisdom & Knowledge

Col2:9-10




