


On July 4th in 1776, our founding fathers crafted a document called the “Declaration of 

Independence”. This document basically declared that the United States Colonies were no 

longer under the rule of Britain, and now a sovereign independent country.  The 

Revolutionary War soon followed, and ended with a peace treaty on Sept 3rd, 1783.  The 

independent country of the United States was born.

The United States Declaring Independence from Britain severed the ties of each country.  

Amen!  It’s a blessing to live in the United States, and it’s hard to believe that our country is 

still very young at about 250 years old.  

This declaration of independence occurred between 2 countries in the physical realm.

But,

There is also a Declaration of Independence in the Spiritual 

Realm when one believes the Gospel Message!



By Belief in the Gospel, One Declares Independence from reliance on self-effort to live life, 

and Declares Dependence on (God, Christ, Holy Spirit) to live One’s life.

After being a Christian for over 30 years, I see so much confusion amongst Christians on 

the subject of living the Christian life.  I shouldn’t be surprised at this, because Paul noticed 

the same confusion in the 1st century Galatian Church over 2000 years ago.  

I want to clear up any confusion we as Christian might have in today’s message by 

examining Paul’s 3-part question he asks the Galatians about their Salvation and their 

Dependence of God in living the Christian life:

Thus, the Title of my Message “Dependence Day”

Question for the Christian:

1. How Do Men Receive the Spirit?

2. Why are Men so Foolish?

3. Why do Men Depend on Their Flesh?



Galatians 3:2-3 (AMP) 
2 Let me ask you this one question: Did you receive the 
[Holy] Spirit as the result of obeying the Law and doing its 
works, or was it by hearing [the message of the Gospel] 
and believing [it]? [Was it from observing a law of rituals or 
from a message of faith?] 3 Are you so foolish and so 
senseless and so silly? Having begun [your new life 
spiritually] with the [Holy] Spirit, are you now reaching 
perfection [by dependence] on the flesh? 



Galatian  Issue

Galatians 1:6-7 (NASB) 
6 I am amazed that you are so quickly deserting Him who called you by the grace of Christ, for a different 

gospel; 7 which is really not another; only there are some who are disturbing you and want to distort the 

gospel of Christ. 

The Galatian believers were quickly deserting God (For by Grace you have been saved through faith) for a 

different Gospel.  Which is really no Gospel at all.

Paul writes - some are disturbing you by distorting the Gospel of Christ!

Paul in Galatians Chapter 1, defends the Gospel and says that he received by a revelation of Jesus Christ:

Galatians 1:11-12 (NASB) 
11 For I would have you know, brethren, that the gospel which was preached by me is not according to man. 12 

For I neither received it from man, nor was I taught it, but I received it through a revelation of Jesus Christ. 

Summary of the Issue Paul Addresses in Chapter 3 -

1. (Circumcision) isn’t needed for Salvation – Its by Faith

2. (Self Dependance – Flesh) isn’t needed for Sanctification – Its by Faith



Question 1 - How Do Men Receive the Spirit?

Galatians 3:2 (AMP) 
2 Let me ask you this one question: Did you receive the [Holy] Spirit as the result of obeying the Law and doing 

its works, or was it by hearing [the message of the Gospel] and believing [it]? [Was it from observing a law of 

rituals or from a message of faith?]

Paul starts with writing, let me ask you a question.  Its actually one question with 3 parts in verse 2-3.  

Paul’s questions are Rhetorical questions because they have an obvious answer!

Did you receive the Holy Spirit as a result of obeying the Law (doing its works) or was it by hearing the Gospel 

and believing it?

AMP – Did you receive the Holy Spirit by [Observing a law or ritual or was it from a message of faith]?

Paul asks this same basic Rhetorical question again in Gal 3:5

Galatians 3:5 (AMP) 
5 Then does He Who supplies you with His marvelous [Holy] Spirit and works powerfully and miraculously 

among you do so on [the grounds of your doing] what the Law demands, or because of your believing in and

adhering to and trusting in and relying on the message that you heard? 



This questioning makes an obvious point.  The Galatian believers didn’t receive the Holy 

Spirit by doing what the Law demands, but by faith (belief, adhering to, trusting in, relying 

on) in the Gospel message.

The Galatians prior to belief in the Gospel Message didn’t have the Holy Spirit.  By faith, in 

an instant the Holy Spirit indwelled them after faith.  

Without faith in the Gospel Message – Man is Spiritually dead and devoid of the Holy Spirit.  

Jude refers to men in the last days as Evil Men being devoid of the Spirit and destitute of any 

higher spiritual life.  They have a human spirit which isn’t connected to the Holy Spirit 

(Devoid of the Spirit)

Jude 1:19 (AMP) 
19 It is these who are [agitators] setting up distinctions and causing divisions—merely sensual 

[creatures, carnal, worldly-minded people], devoid of the [Holy] Spirit and destitute of any 

higher spiritual life. 



Warning:

There are some people that think that infant Baptism somehow infuses the child with the 

Holy Spirit after sprinkling, or immersion in holy water.  No longer being devoid of the spirit, 

and being indwelt with the Holy Spirit.  Paul tells the Galatians that they received the Spirit 

by faith in the Gospel message, not by law, or in my example Baptism.  

Now God is merciful, and full of compassion and if a young infant or child dies physically 

before they have the capacity to think or understand the Gospel message, he/she will be 

with the Lord.  But, when an infant grows up to young adulthood, they are STILL devoid of 

the Holy Spirit, and spiritually dead in need of spiritual life.

Baptism – In Scripture is a profession of faith.  In other words, after believing the Gospel 

message, one tells the world by baptism that he has died and been risen to new life in Christ 

with Christ.  

Brothers & Sisters – Paul’s point is clear to the Galatians.  They received the Holy Spirit by 

faith in the Gospel Message, and not by keeping the law (Addition of Circumcision), or any 

rule, or in my example by some other way like Baptism.  



Question 2 - Why are Men so Foolish?

Galatians 3:3a (AMP) 
3a Are you so foolish and so senseless and so silly?

Paul uses the same word foolish in Gal 3:1 –

Galatians 3:1 (NASB) 
1 You foolish Galatians, who has bewitched you, before whose eyes Jesus Christ was publicly 

portrayed as crucified? 

Foolish (Merriam/Websters) - having or showing a lack of good sense, judgment, or 

discretion

Why is Paul calling the Galatians Foolish?

Because they are reverting back to thinking that something needs to be added to their faith 

for salvation (Circumcision – Old Covenant Law), and self-effort, flesh and works need to be 

added to their sanctification – Growing in Grace as a Christian.

Who has bewitched (Put You under an evil spell, hypnotized) you? 



Why are Men so Foolish?

Because they have an inclination to always be doing something instead of being something! 

Amen!

Men are taught in the world system that they need to do in order to be.  Instead of in the 

spiritual realm of being something in order to do.

Big Difference!

By faith in the Gospel message, man is indwelt with the Holy Spirit.  Once indwelt with the 
Holy Spirit always indwelt (Not the same as being filled or led by).  By Faith in God’s Promises 
and dependance on Christ as life, God conforms and transforms, and matures the Christian.



The same faith that saves, is the same faith the grows. The Philippian jailer asked Paul & Silas what must he 

do to be saved?

Acts 16:30 (NASB) 
30 and after he brought them out, he said, "Sirs, what must I do to be saved?" 

Paul & Silas’s response

Acts 16:31 (NASB) 
31 They said, "Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your household." 

The Philippian jailer wanted to do something, Paul tells Him not to do something but to believe something, put 

your faith in the Gospel message.  Believe! Nothing more / Nothing less – Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ and 

you will be saved:

Dependance on Jesus + Nothing = Everything!

The foolish Galatians, and men still today become deceived into thinking its faith in Jesus + (XYZ) = Salvation.  

And Faith in Jesus + (XYZ) = Sanctification.  

Have you been bewitched?  Settle it right now in your hearts & minds! You don’t have to do anything except 

Believe! Amen! 

Believe for Spiritual Life and Believe for Spiritual Growth!



Question 3 - Why do Men Depend on Their Flesh?

Galatians 3:3b (AMP) 
3b Having begun [your new life spiritually] with the [Holy] Spirit, are you now reaching perfection [by 

dependence] on the flesh? 

Paul now furthers his questioning by stating the obvious answer to his previous rhetorical questions.  

You begun your new spiritual life with the Holy Spirit (Indwelt by faith in the Gospel Message).

Now Paul gets to the MAIN point of the issue?

Are you now reaching perfection by dependence on the flesh?

Perfection – to bring to completion, accomplish, finish (Verb Tense – Bringing to an end)

What perfection is Paul referring to here?

Brothers & Sisters – All believers are made perfectly righteous by faith in the Gospel message, but all 

believer’s behavior isn’t perfectly in line with their perfect righteousness.  In other words, one’s 

behavior isn’t perfect.  

So, this is referring to poor behaviors, habitual sins, and bad habits and how to overcome them, and 

eliminate them – Amen!



What trap did the Galatians fall into that Paul wanted to expose?

Dependance on the Flesh in doing something (Law) to be perfected in their behavior, instead 

of Dependence on God the initiator to be perfected in their behavior!

Flesh – Living life out of one’s own resources independently of God

Paul is saying the Law led you to faith in Christ for salvation and being indwelt with the Holy 

Spirit.  Now that you are saved, why are you reverting back to law-based living to be perfected 

in your behavior?  

Have you forgotten? You were Saved by Faith, and you are perfected in your behavior also by 

Faith (Not Law)!



Brothers & Sisters – When you believed the Gospel message, you declared 

your Dependence Day!

You declared Dependance on Christ to live life and not anything else!

Jesus told us the flesh profits nothing.  So why are you depending on it to live 

your Christian life?

John 6:63 (NASB) 
63 "It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing; the words that I have 

spoken to you are spirit and are life. 

Have you declared your “Dependence Day”?



Dependence on Jesus 

+ 

Nothing 

= 

Everything!






