The CROSS is a symbol of Christianity as a reminder of the (1) Crucifixion of Jesus Christ,
(2) Resurrection of Christ, and of a (3) Christians Faith in Christ!
How many of us wear CROSSES around our necks, or have them hung up in our homes and
don’t really know the significance of the what the CROSS represents?

As I have grown and matured in Christ, the meaning of the Cross has exponentially
increased in my life. I want share what I have learned from the scriptures and from
God over the last 30 years of my life regarding the significance of the CROSS.
So today, I want to look at 1st Co 1:18 as my Easter message verse. We will discover
today 2 aspects of the Cross from 1st Co 1:18:
Thus, the title of my message this morning “Thru the Cross”
Aspects of the Cross:
1. Word of the Cross

2. Power of the Cross

1 Corinthians 1:18 (NASB)
18 For the word of the cross is foolishness to
those who are perishing, but to us who are
being saved it is the power of God.

Aspect of the Cross
1. Word of the Cross

1 Corinthians 1:18 (NASB)
18 For the word of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are
being saved it is the power of God.
Word [Logos] of the cross: (Amp, NIV, NLT) translates Message of the Cross, (KJV) translates
Preaching of the Cross.
Word of the Cross – Message of the Cross – Preaching of the Cross

What is the word, message, and preaching of the Cross?

That Jesus’s Crucifixion on the Cross opened the Door of Salvation to Mankind!
In other words – Jesus died to give man spiritual life is the message of the Cross!

Jesus before He was crucified told his disciples about His death, and that He would be raised
from the dead after 3 days in many scripture passages.
For example, in John 12:24, Jesus refers to himself as a grain of wheat. Jesus being the grain
of wheat remains alone, but if the grain of wheat is planted in soil and dies, the seed shell
opens and grows sprouts that bear fruit.
John 12:24 (NASB)
24 "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains
alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.
Jesus died, to OFFER the fruit of God’s salvation to the world:
Brothers & Sisters – Jesus died to offer man life. That is the message of the Cross to the
unsaved world: Belief in the Gospel message gives man spiritual life:

There is a 2nd aspect to the message of the Cross to the Saved (ones who already have
Spiritual life). That is the believer has also died with Christ on the Cross because they are
“In Christ”.
Ones old (Adamic Self) was also crucified with Christ (Spiritual Realm) – meaning that a
believer is a new person risen with Christ! Romans Chapter 6. The power of sin is broken,
and one is no longer under law, but under Grace. Amen!
There is a 3rd aspect to the message of the Cross to the Saved (Ones who already have
Spiritual Life). Let’s look back at John 12:24.
John 12:24 (NASB)
24 "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains
alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.

Spiritually when one believes the Gospel message they have been crucified and risen with
Christ in the spiritual realm as already mentioned. There is also an experience of this in the
physical realm.

1 Corinthians 1:18 (NASB)
18 For the word of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are
being saved it is the power of God.
The Word of the Cross is foolishness to those who are perishing:
Foolishness – Nonsense, Absurd
Who are those that are perishing (Dying, On a path to destruction)?
Clearly it is those who don’t know Christ (the unsaved) –

Christ dying to give man life is foolishness to those who are
unsaved!
Brothers & Sisters – The Easter Message is the “Word of the Cross”. Christ dying to give
man spiritual life by belief in Him.

1 Corinthians 1:18 (NASB)
18 For the word of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are
being saved it is the power of God.
Believers are also Pershing, but in a different way!
Believers being Crucified with Christ and having a Dying to Self-Cross experience is also
foolishness to many Christians!
Brothers & Sisters – The Easter Message is the “Word of the Cross”. As a believer you were
crucified with Christ, and risen with Christ. God wants to flow thru you to bear His fruit and
does this many times with Dying to Self-Cross experience. Amen!

Believer –
When you celebrate Christ crucifixion and resurrection on Easter Sunday, you are also
celebrating your own crucifixion & resurrection on Easter Sunday: Amen!

Aspect of the Cross
2. Power of the Cross
1 Corinthians 1:18 (NASB)
18 For the word of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved
it is the power of God.
Paul contrasts those who are perishing (Unsaved) with us who are saved. Paul says but to us
(Believer) -

Who are being saved (also translated are Saved) There are 2 categories of people in the world - The believer who is saved (VERSUS) the unsaved who
and perishing and think the “Word of the Cross” is foolishness!

Saved - Also translated (Save, made well, restored, get well)
Titus 3:5 (NASB)
5 He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but according to His
mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit,
I want to clarify one important point – Once Saved always Saved!

Ephesians 1:13-14 (NASB)
13 In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your salvation—
having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise, 14 who is given
as a pledge of our inheritance, with a view to the redemption of God's own possession, to
the praise of His glory.

Having believed the Gospel, a believer is sealed in Him (Christ) with the Holy Spirit, which is
given as a pledge of a believer’s inheritance. Amen!

Once Saved, Sealed and Regenerated – Always Saved, Sealed and Regenerated

1 Corinthians 1:18 (NASB)
18 For the word of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the
power of God.
Brothers & Sisters – The Easter Message is that if you believe, you have access to God’s Power. Amen! Today,
we get our English word “Dynamite” for the Greek root word for Power “Dunamis”. If you believe, you have
access to Godly dynamite. Amen!
Ephesians 3:20 (NASB)
20 Now to Him who is able to do far more abundantly beyond all that we ask or think, according to the power
that works within us,
God’s Power is working in us!
God is able to do far more abundantly beyond what we ask or think, because His power is working in us.
Amen!
2 Peter 1:3 (NASB)
3 seeing that His divine power has granted to us everything pertaining to life and godliness, through the true
knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and excellence.

God’s Power is flowing thru us!
God’s divine power has granted us everything to live Godly. His power thru us to the outside world. Amen!

Once Saved, Sealed and Regenerated
Always
Saved, Sealed and Regenerated

