Being saved and righteous with God is an awesome thing. BUT many of us still struggle in
living life because of his thing called our Flesh –

Flesh: Patterns of living man develops living independently of God in order to attempt to get
ones needs met of (Love, Acceptance, Value, Worth & Significance).

All Of Us Have Flesh!
Galatians 5:17 (NASB)
17 For the flesh sets its desire against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; for these are
in opposition to one another, so that you may not do the things that you please.
The Flesh and Godly living (Sprit) are in opposition to one another! The Flesh pulls us away
from dependance and faith in God, and His promises!

We have flesh, and the Saints of old had flesh – Even Abraham!

Today I want to look at the life Abraham from Genesis Chapters 15-21, by scanning some
select versus on Abraham’s choices to depend on His flesh and not in the PROMISE of God.
His faithless choices led to consequences in his family, and in the World, in which we are
still experiencing today. We can learn from His unfaithful choices, and not repeat His
mistakes:
Today we will look at 3 areas of FAITHLESS CHOICES in the life of Abraham and there
consequences:
Thus, the title of my message: Faithless Choices

Genesis 18:14 (NASB)
14 "Is anything too difficult for the LORD? At the
appointed time I will return to you, at this time
next year, and Sarah will have a son."

Abrahamic Covenant (God’s Promise to Abraham)
Genesis 15:4-5 (NASB)
4 Then behold, the word of the LORD came to him, saying, "This man will not be your heir; but one
who will come forth from your own body, he shall be your heir." 5 And He took him outside and said,
"Now look toward the heavens, and count the stars, if you are able to count them." And He said to
him, "So shall your descendants be."

Genesis 15:18 (NASB)
18 On that day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying, "To your descendants I have given
this land, From the river of Egypt as far as the great river, the river Euphrates:
Genesis 15:6 (NASB)
6 Then he believed in the LORD; and He reckoned it to him as righteousness.
Brief Summary – God told Abraham (Genesis chapters 13-21)
1. I will make you a great nation 2. I will bless you 3. I will make your name great 4. All families of
the earth will be blessed 5. A specific land will be inherited
I believe Israel has yet to occupy this land in its entirety. This time is still in the future. It is my
belief this will be in the coming millennial kingdom. Different views on this – Okay!

Most biblical scholars say Abraham lived between 2100-1800 BC. So, God made this promise
to Abraham around 4000 years ago.
The life of Abraham is a great study – I encourage you to read Genesis and track his life.
There are a lot of lessons to be learned by His Faithless Choices.
Most Abrahams mistakes and life issues stemmed from a lack of faith in the Promises of God
told to him in about the Covenant.
Abraham’s Flesh kicked in, and he made unfaithful choices!
Brothers & Sisters – As a believer in Christ today, there are 1000’s of promises made to us
from the Scriptures. I don’t have time to go thru these. But we like Abraham from the Word
of God have promises made to us.

We have the same choice, to choose to believe in the promises of God, or to choose
to make a Faithless Choice!

Faithless Choice →
To get a better feel for Abraham’s mindset (Abram – God Changed His Name), we have to
understand the time line of the Promise given, and the start of the Promise being
fulfilled:
God told Abraham the Promise He would make him the father of many nations when he
was 75 years old, and his wife Sarah (Sarai – God changed her name) was 65 years old.

Genesis 15:5 (NASB)
5 And He took him outside and said, "Now look toward the heavens, and count the stars,
if you are able to count them." And He said to him, "So shall your descendants be."

11 years have passed since God spoke to Abraham
How could Abraham be the Father of a Great nation, and his descendants be as many as he
stars in the sky if he was still fatherless?
So, Sarai says to Abraham this!
Genesis 16:2 (NASB)
2 So Sarai said to Abram, "Now behold, the LORD has prevented me from bearing children.
Please go in to my maid; perhaps I will obtain children through her." And Abram listened to
the voice of Sarai.
Brothers & Sisters – God’s timing isn’t Man’s timing. God keeps His Promises. Abraham &
Sarah decided that God wasn’t going to keep His Promise, and decided that they needed to
help Him.

Like God needs man’s help to fulfill His Promises – if you think about it that is very arrogant
on the part of Abraham & Sarah.

Abraham’s & Sarah’s flesh kicked in: Self-reliance and dependence kicked in. They both
decided they needed to make the Promise happen. They devised their own plan.
Their Flesh Plan – Abraham will have a child with the maid-servant (Hagar). Sarah blamed
God for her not getting pregnant, and Abraham agreed with the plan.

Genesis 16:4a (NASB)
4 He went in to Hagar, and she conceived; and when she saw that she had conceived,
Hagar conceived and the child she would give birth to would be named Ishmael. He is
described in the bible in Genesis 16:12:
Genesis 16:12 (NASB)
12 "He will be a wild donkey of a man, His hand will be against everyone, And everyone's
hand will be against him; And he will live to the east of all his brothers."

Have you ever tried to help God along with His promises to
you as a believer?

Consequences of Faithless Choice ➔
Genesis 16:5-6 (NASB)
5 And Sarai said to Abram, "May the wrong done me be upon you. I gave my maid into your
arms, but when she saw that she had conceived, I was despised in her sight. May the LORD
judge between you and me." 6 But Abram said to Sarai, "Behold, your maid is in your power;
do to her what is good in your sight." So Sarai treated her harshly, and she fled from her
presence.
Genesis 16:4b (NASB)
4 her mistress was despised in her sight.
Genesis 21:9 (NASB)
9 Now Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, whom she had borne to Abraham, mocking.

Sarah despised Hagar, treated her harshly – Ishmael mocked (Isaac) Son of the Promise –
when he was in his teens. We could call this blended family conflict. All this would have
been avoided, if Abraham would have not given into His Flesh and made this Faithless
Choice.

Brothers & Sisters – We have daily choices to make to trust in, and put our
faith in God’s promises. There are thousands of promises made to us as
believers. Let’s not add to, or subvert Gods Promises by thinking we can
help Him along. Let’s not depend on our Flesh (own resources, patterns).
Let’s just rest in the God’s Promise and see Him work it out by faith. Amen!
In the long run, God worked out this conflict, and Hagar and Ishmael left to
be on their own.

Genesis 21:1-3 (NASB)
1 Then the LORD took note of Sarah as He had said, and the LORD did for Sarah as He had promised. 2 So
Sarah conceived and bore a son to Abraham in his old age, at the appointed time of which God had
spoken to him. 3 Abraham called the name of his son who was born to him, whom Sarah bore to him,
Isaac.

Brothers & Sisters – Our timing isn’t God’s timing. Abraham & Sarah had a son 25 years after God gave
Abraham the Promise. That’s a long time in our economy, but not is God’s economy.
What God wants is our dependance of Him and the promises He has made to us. He wants us to depend
on Christ in us as our life. Our flesh is always pulling us way from the promises of God, thinking we can do
better, add to, or change God’s Promises made to us. We can always rest in this promise:
Romans 8:28 (NASB)
28 And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who
are called according to His purpose.
God will always work things together for our good. Like He did with Abraham & Sarah. He does the same
for His Children. But there are always consequences for Faithless Choices – In Abraham’s case relational
issues is his family.

Consequences of Faithless Choice Still Today
Galatians 4:29 (NASB)
29 But as at that time he who was born according to the flesh persecuted him who was born
according to the Spirit, so it is now also.
The descendants Ishmael (Flesh – Muslim Nations), persecute him who was born
according the Spirit Isaac (Jewish Descendants) – we still see this conflict today:

The Mind Set on the FLESH is going in the
opposite direction from God: Set Your Mind on
Him, Depend on Him and Choose by Faith to Rest
in God's Promises!

